
Parent Education  
Reading Comprehension 

Prep - Year 2  
Help your child understand what they are 

reading



● What is reading comprehension and why is it so important?

● Questioning to build understanding

● Literal Questions
○ What are literal questions?
○ How can you use literal questions when reading with your child?
○ Literal questioning Activity

● Inferential Questions
○ What are inferential questions?
○ How can you use inferential questions when reading with your child?
○ Inferential questioning Activity

● Support Materials and Resources

● Questions

● Feedback 

Agenda



What is reading comprehension 
and why is it so important?



Let’s Talk about 
Questioning to build understanding

before during after

Questioning supports a reader's comprehension 

Questions can be asked before, during and after a child has interacted 
with a text, either by reading it themselves or listening to a text during a 

shared reading experience.

Allowing children to experience and explore a range of texts types including 
fiction and nonfiction books, as well as videos, websites, podcasts, audio texts 

and still images, is important to building their skills in understanding. 



Literal 
Questions
● What are literal questions?
● How can you use literal questions 

when reading with your child?
● Literal questions Activity



Literal questions ask for the FACTS!
Asking literal questions is the starting point for understanding what is being 
communicated in the text. 

These questions often begin with words like who, what, where, when, how.

Answers to literal questions:
● shed light on the key events, topics and characters.
● are always facts, and there is always one correct answer.
● can always be found directly in the text. 

It is important to ask readers to explain how they know the answer.  You might ask 
your child to say "I know this because…." or to point to where they found the 
answer.

**Literal Questions are also known as Retrieval Questions

What are literal questions?

?



New Friends - Literal Questions
Where was Nia?

Who says, “Do you want to play with 
me?”

How did Nia feel at the start?

What is the problem in the story?

We Do



Activity Time-Literal Questions
Before Reading

During Reading

After Reading

Look at the front and back cover then flick 
through the pages and practise asking each 

other a literal question. 

Read some pages together and practise 
asking and answering literal questions 

with each other.  

Finish reading the text and ask each 
other a literal question. 

You Do

With a partner, select a text 
from the centre of your table

There are additional 
question prompts to 
support you on your 

table
Remind your reader to explain their thinking, "How do you 

know?" or to point to where they found the answer



Inferential 
Questions

● What are inferential questions?
● How can you use inferential questions when 

reading with your child?
● Inferential questioning Activity



Inferential questions ask the reader to think about unwritten information in a text.

Inferential questions are tougher to answer because they can have more than one 
correct answer.

Answers to inferential questions:
● cannot be found in the text, but they are supported by evidence in the text.
● shed light on why and how.

There are numerous details that authors do not give readers - readers have to learn 
how to look for clues in the text and combine these with what they already know 
about the world, so they can read between the lines.

Always ask readers to explain how they know the answer.  You might ask your child to 
say "I know this because…" or  "The clue is …"  or "The evidence is…".

**Inferential Questions can be used alongside Predicting Questions

What are inferential questions?

?



Magic Carpet - Inferential Questions
What is happening here?
Why/how is the carpet floating? How 
do you know?
How is the boy feeling? Was he 
expecting this to happen?
How is the dog feeling? How do you 
know?

We Do

Does this bedroom belong to the 
boy?
What will happen next?



Activity Time-Inferential  Questions
Before Reading

During Reading

After Reading

Look at the front and back cover then flick 
through the pages and practise asking each 

other an inferential question. 

Read some pages together and practise 
asking and answering inferential 

questions with each other.  

Finish reading the text and ask each other 
another  inferential question. 

You Do
With a partner, using the same 

text or select a different one 
from the centre of your table

There are additional 
question prompts to support 

you on your table

Remind your reader to explain their thinking, 
"How do you know?" or "What clues did you use?" 



Support Materials and Resources

 

Once Upon a 
Picture Kids News National 

Geographic Kids

 

ABC Kids Listen- 
Story Time MPPS Webpage

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/green
https://www.natgeokids.com/au/
https://www.natgeokids.com/au/
https://www.abc.net.au/kidslisten/story-time/
https://www.abc.net.au/kidslisten/story-time/
https://millparkps.vic.edu.au/home-2/


Question Time

?



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik.

Thank You!
Your feedback is greatly appreciated

We kindly ask you to take a moment to scan the 
QR code and provide us with some feedback. 

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

