
QUESTIONING STEMS 
 

Beginning Readers Emerging Readers 

FICTION 

- What happens in the story? 

- How do the characters feel? 

- What do you think of the 

ending? 

 

            NON-FICTION 

- Tell all the things that… 

(kangaroos eat)? 

- What do the pictures show 

you? 

- Do you do anything like___ 

in the book? 

            FICTION 

- Why does….? 

- How do you know….?  

- Have you ever tried… 

(something from the book)?  

   

NON- FICTION 

- Talk about how... (ants 

move)? 

- Why do you think that….? 

- How does? 

 

Consolidating Readers Proficient Readers 

FICTION 

- Tell the important things that 

happen in the story? 

- Why does the character feel 

that way? 

- Tell about a time when you 

felt like the character. Was 

your problem solved in the 

same way? 

 

            NON-FICTION 

- Tell about the ____in this 

book 

- How is the ____different from 

the others? 

- Why are ____important? 

Can you show an example? 

            FICTION 

- How does the character 

change in the story? 

- What lesson does the 

character learn and how 

does this lesson make you 

think about your own life? 

- What is the genre of this 

book and how do you 

know? 

 

            NON-FICTION 

- Tell the important 

information in the book. 

- What does this book teach 

you? 

- What does the writer do to 

keep you interested in the 

story? Show an example. 
 


